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FINDING FIDO
Swipe right for your new best friend: 
how ‘Tinder for Dogs’ can help
BY KELSEY RINDFLEISCH  
DESIGN MIKAYLA LARSON
PHOTO KEVIN BURGONI
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 ough Hegland and her associates turned out to be unaware of 
BarkBuddy’s existence entirely (the app apparently just saps data 
from other online adoption resources like PetFinder), she reported 
that many dogs and cats have been able to  nd a home through 
online resources.
“ e Internet really helps,” she says. “It helps people to see the 
pictures and learn a little bit more about the dogs.” 
Adoption sites and apps like BarkBuddy a ord dogs and cats who 
otherwise might not have found a home a chance to catch the eye of 
prospective owners from miles away. Hegland said multiple people 
have come to Jewell from states as far as Texas, just to adopt an 
animal they saw and fell in love with online.
Unfortunately, dogs like the ones on BarkBuddy are often 
overlooked in favor of purebred puppies from breeders and trendy 
“designer dogs.” Hegland strongly encourages owners to steer clear 
of breeders. 
“ ey’re just in it for the money, basically,” she says. “ ere are 
just so many animals out there already and we don’t need people 
to be breeding them.  ere are so many unwanted cats, unwanted    
dogs—it’s just crazy.” 
Online resources like BarkBuddy and PetFinder can help you  nd 
dogs of any age or breed, and rather than dropping upwards of a 
thousand dollars on a Maltipoo from a breeder, you can rescue a 
similar dog from your local shelter or animal hospital.
While the BarkBuddy app had a far di erent purpose than what I 
was expecting, it is a superb tool for what it does. It takes the process 
of  nding a new pet and simpli es it signi cantly. If you’re in the 
market for a new best friend, I strongly suggest you take this app for 
a spin—it’ll surely be a pawsitive experience.
     As this magazine is a student-run publication, I think it’s safe to 
assume that our readership has at least some familiarity with the 
dating/hookup app Tinder, along with cheap liquor and turning 
down for what. 
I, for one, have never had much interest in such an app—my 
phone is primarily used to do crossword puzzles and google vitally 
important things like “smiling baby wombat.” However, I was 
forced to take a break from  guring out a 10-letter word for “ oral-
scented rapper” (which is, incidentally, “Lilac Wayne”) and take 
notice    when a very interesting new concept was introduced to me:    
Tinder for dogs.
 is has been created in the form of an iPhone app called 
BarkBuddy, though its premise isn’t what you might think. At  rst 
mention, BarkBuddy seems like it could be one of two things: a 
forum in which  u -deprived humans such as myself can  nd      
nice (if a bit too trusting of the general population) dog owners     
who will let us track them down and put our hands on their pet, or   
a forum for dog-to-dog communication in which owners can set 
their dogs up on weird little dates in which they wear tiny bow ties 
and bonnets. 
However, neither of those are the case. BarkBuddy is intended to 
be used by would-be pet owners to locate adoptable dogs nearby. 
Much to my disappointment, I had to sign into the app as my lame 
human self and did not get to create a fun Tinder-esque pro le for 
my thousand-year-old Shih Tzu, Brook. 
Please note that I went ahead and did this anyway (see photo) and 
it was very fun. It was also a surprising amount of work (I had to 
make an email account for my dog, you guys. You can hit her up at 
gobbledybrook@gmail.com).
BarkBuddy, like Tinder, requires you to sign in with your Facebook 
pro le. It then uses your location to pinpoint dogs in need of a home 
near you, and you are asked to swipe left or right on their photos. 
If you swipe left, the dog disappears from the screen and you are 
shown a new furry friend but if you swipe right, the dog is saved into 
a list of favorites that you can access at any time. 
However, I  rmly believe every dog is a perfect living creature and thus 
was emotionally incapable of swiping left on any of the dogs I saw. 
Under the “favorites” tab, you can see a map with pushpins 
displaying the locations of each of the dogs. You can also tap on 
an individual dog to view his or her pro le and share it through 
text, email or social media, or to contact the owner and begin the 
adoption process.
Since most shelters or owners require some sort of adoption 
application form to ensure their animals are going to a safe        
home, BarkBuddy also allows users to sign up to get pre-approved 
for adoption. 
While individual owners are able to use the app to place their dogs 
for adoption, all of the dogs I found on BarkBuddy were being 
kept at animal hospitals for now. Purely for journalistic reasons 
and certainly not just because I wanted to spend an afternoon 
petting dogs, I took a trip to Jewell Animal Hospital to make the 
acquaintance of some of the pups I found on BarkBuddy.  ere I 
spoke to veterinary assistant Ariel Hegland, who graciously spent 
a portion of her workday introducing to me adoptable dogs and 
listening to me make a series of distinctly inhuman noises as I 
proved myself incapable of handling such cuteness. 
Dogs and cats are regularly brought into Jewell Animal Hospital as 
strays, owner surrenders, or rescues from puppy mills—and since 
the hospital is a no-kill shelter, that’s where the animals remain until 
they are adopted.
Brook, 98
less than a mile away      Active just now
About Brook
Loving life in Cedar Rapids, IA. If you’re looking for a bubbly 
and effervescent companion, I suggest you befriend a bottle 
of champagne instead. Ha ha! Just kidding! I’m sure you can 
quite clearly tell from my photos that I am very vivacious and 
fun. One time I ate a bumblebee! 
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